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Have a 
say on 
poverty
CaerpHilly Council 
is developing a new 
anti-poverty strategy to 
help improve the lives 
of some of the bor-
ough’s most disadvan-
taged residents. 

as part of the ongo-
ing development of the 
document, the council 
is encouraging local 
people to have their 
say and help shape 
the delivery of this key 
strategic priority.

a four week consul-
tation period on the 
strategy  started on  
Monday, February 23. 
The document will then 
be considered by the 
council’s cabinet and 
scrutiny committee 
before being submitted 
for formal adoption by 
full council in april. 

The document can 
be viewed at www.
caerphilly.gov.uk or 
call 01443 864741 for a 
copy. Send feedback to 
richard Beasley, Caer-
philly Council, penallta 
House, Tredomen Busi-
ness park, Hengoed, 
CF82 7pG or email bea-
slr@caerphilly.gov.uk 

a SpeCial event is 
being held in memory of 
a Bargoed poet.

John Tripp, born in the 
town in 1927, went on 
to become an acclaimed 
Welsh author and poet.

The John Tripp Spoken 
poetry award was later 
founded to commemo-
rate him.

Julie pritchard, who 
runs poetry from the 
Fireside in Bargoed each 
month, has organised 
the event for Friday, 
March 6, and will host 
the evening.

a range of guest 
speakers will take to 
the mic, including Mike 
Jenkins who will speak 
on behalf of The John 
Tripp award for Spoken 
poetry and will read two 
poems.

Other key speakers in-
clude South east Wales 
aM lindsey Whittle, 
Caerphilly Mp Wayne 
David, Bargoed town 
mayor Coun Howard 
llewellyn and poets Fay 
Cornes, Jean Henderson, 
and Sally roberts Jones.

The red Choir will be 
giving a performance 
and a buffet will also be 
open.

Organiser Julie, 
who is also the crea-
tor of rhyme and real 
ale open mic night in 
Cardiff, said: “We have a 
lot of promising writers 
here in the Valleys and 
i hope this event will 
inspire them.

“This event will see 
the cream of the poetry 
crop come together and 
i hope it will highlight 
our town and the talent 
in whole of the rhymney 
Valley.” 

Julie has also funded 
commemorative ban-
ners and a plaque, 
which will be unveiled at 
Tripp’s house.

people are invited to 
attend the event from 
7pm to 10pm at the 
Fireside Coffee lounge, 
Hanbury road, Bargoed.

Bargoed poet to be remembered at special event

                             Bargoed poet Julie Pritchard and, left, a commemorative plaque for Jon Tripp

aMBulanCe response 
times in the rhymney Val-
ley are still amongst the 
worst in Wales.

Despite an improvement 
in January, figures released 
yesterday show that only 
41.4% of emergency calls 
in Caerphilly County Bor-
ough were reached within 
the eight minute target.

The only local authori-
ties with a worse record in 
the country were Blaenau 
Gwent, rhondda Cynon 
Taf and Torfaen.

The figure in the county 
borough did rise from a 
31.9% success rate in De-
cember, but shadow health 
minister Darren Millar still 
labelled the figures “appall-
ing”.

Welsh Government sta-
tistics for January showed 
that across Wales, 48.5% 
of emergency responses 
to life-threatening calls ar-
rived at the scene within 
eight minutes.

Mr Millar aM said: 
“These figures are further 
evidence of appalling am-
bulance response times in 
Wales with fewer than half 
of patients dialling 999 in 
an immediately life-threat-
ening situation getting a 

response within eight min-
utes.

“if someone has a stroke, 
heart attack or a serious 
accident, any delay in the 
arrival of medical aid can 
impede their recovery 
prospects or make the dif-
ference between life and 
death.”

The Welsh Government 
said the performance of the 
Welsh ambulance Service 
is still not reaching expect-
ed levels.

a spokesman said: “We 
expect health boards and 
the ambulance service to 
work together to improve 
performance.

“These figures should be 
seen in the context of the 
significant pressure nHS 
Wales was under in Janu-
ary.

“The ambulance service 
responded to a 24% in-
crease in the most serious 
calls compared to January 

2014.
“However, there has 

been an improvement in 
performance on Decem-
ber’s figures.”

The Welsh Government 
said improving emergency 
ambulance responsiveness 
remained a top priority.

“The £11m package of in-
vestment the Health Minis-
ter announced in January is 
proof of that commitment,” 
the spokesman added.

“This will allow the am-
bulance service to purchase 
17 new additional frontline 
emergency ambulances.

“a further £8m will en-
sure the ambulance serv-
ice is in a better position to 
provide a swift response to 
life-threatening calls across 
Wales.

“This package comple-
ments the extra £7.5m in-
vestment from the emer-
gency ambulance Services 
Committee to employ 120 
additional frontline emer-
gency ambulance staff this 
financial year.”

Tracy Myhill, interim 
chief executive at the Welsh 
ambulance Service, added: 
“January was a very chal-
lenging month for us, but 
we’ve seen a 5.9% improve-
ment in the eight minute 
response times since De-
cember, which is encourag-
ing.

“We’d like to reassure 
the public that we’re not 
a million miles away from 
our target and that most 
patients aren’t being forced 
to wait hours for help in a 
serious or life-threatening 
emergency.

“One of our major con-
straints is still the handover 
of patients to hospitals and 
that’s why this month, in 
partnership with our health 
board colleagues, we’ve 
agreed national handover 
guidance which we expect 
will enable our ambulanc-
es to be released in a more 
timely fashion.

“performance still isn’t 
where it needs to be, but 
we’re focusing all our ef-
forts on improvement. 
We’re doing everything in 
our gift to deliver a serv-
ice that the public can be 
proud of, but the public has 
a role to play too.”
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Ambulance times 
still among worst
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